Cicero again in Danger                 317
tween Tongres and the river Hearing that there was a rich booty in the camp, that Csesar was away, and only a small party had been left to guard it, they decided to try to take the place by a sudden stroke Cicero, seeing no sign of an enemy, had permitted his men to disperse in foraging parties The Germans were on them before they could lecover their intrenchments, and they had to form at a distance and defend themselves as they could The gates of the camp were open, and the enemy were actually inside before the few maniples who were left there were able to collect and resist them Fortunately Sextius Baculus, the same officer who had so brilliantly distinguished himself in the battle with the Neivn, and had since been badly wounded, was lying sick in his tent, wheie he had been for five days, unable to touch food Hearing the disturbance, Baculus sprang out, snatched a swoid, rallied such men as he could find, and checked the attack foi a few minutes Othei officers rushed to his help, and the legionaries having their centurions with them recovered their steadiness Sextius Baculus was again severely hurt, and fainted, but he was carried off in safety Some of the cohorts who were outside, and had been for a time cut off, made their way into the camp to ]om the defenders, and the Germans who had come without any fixed purpose, merely for plunder, gave way and galloped off again They left the Romans, however, still m the utmost consternation The scene and the associations of it suggested the most gloomy anticipations They thought that German cavalry could never be so far fiom the Rhine, unless their countrymen were invading in force behind them Csesar, it was supposed, must have been surprised